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MACo Position: SUPPORT To: Appropriations Committee

Date: March 23, 2023 From: Kevin Kinnally

The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) SUPPORTS SB 368. This bill would authorize
local governments that participate in the Law Enforcement Officers’ Pension System (LEOPS)

to permit paid emergency medical technicians (EMTs) to enroll in the LEOPS program.

Emergency medical services in Maryland are rooted in the skills and commitment of county
first responders, including EMTs. Counties would appreciate the option to offer EMTs
enhanced disability and retirement benefits through the LEOPS program. MACo prefers the
approach offered by SB 368, as it provides local autonomy to determine the best way to

provide these incentives, rather than those that mandate reductions in local revenue sources.

Counties and municipalities in Maryland are eligible to participate in LEOPS. If 60% of the law
enforcement officers or paid firefighters (including paid paramedics) in an eligible
governmental unit petition to become members of LEOPS, the legislative body of the eligible

local government may approve their participation.

This bill would ensure that local governments have appropriate flexibility in enacting local

policies designed to serve and react to community needs.

Accordingly, MACo urges the Committee to issue a FAVORABLE report on SB 368.
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TESTIMONY — SENATE BILL 368

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ PENSION SYSTEM -
MEMBERSHIP - EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
MARCH 23, 2023

Chairman Barnes, Vice Chairman Chang, and Committee Members:

Senate Bill 368 is a very straightforward piece of legislation that that simply adds
paid Emergency Medical Technicians to LEOPS (the Law Enforcement Officers’
Pension System).

As someone who spent the majority of his professional career in the public safety
arena, the retention and recruitment of quality public servants in this field is an
issue that is critically important to me. The changes proposed in this legislation
would be a means to that end and a solid step to improve both recruitment and
retention efforts for agencies housing Emergency Medical Technicians statewide.

This bill is a modest effort to help level the benefit playing field for these public
servants and to provide participating state agencies a tool to compete for the
services of these individuals with both competing neighboring agencies and the
private sector.

For the reasons listed above, I ask for a favorable report of Senate Bill 368.



